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VOX 3 PRESENTS VOX GERMANICA 
 

***FREE CONCERT PAYS TRIBUTE TO THE GERMAN ART SONG TRADITION*** 
 
Contact:  Angela Zawada 
  773.968.7143 (media inquiries only) 
  azawada@vox3.org 
 
(Chicago, January 14, 2009)  Cozy up to classical music in February with a traditional “Liederabend” presented 
by Chicago vocalists VOX 3.  In the tradition of small-scale musical ensembles, VOX 3 presents an intimate 
evening of “Lieder,” or works written for voice and piano.  The concert delves into the history and development 
of this repertoire by presenting works in German, the language and culture that gave birth to the “Lied.”  
Sopranos Dana Campbell and Angela Zawada appear with baritone Brian von Rueden, with 
accompaniment provided by pianist Irina Feoktistova.  Admission to VOX Germanica is free, although 
donations are welcome.  The program will be performed on Sunday, February 15 at 3pm at Bethany United 
Church of Christ in Chicago and again on Sunday, March 8 at 3pm at the Skokie Public Library. 
 
“Acclaimed pianist Irina Feoktistova joins three talented soloists as they trace the development of the German 
‘Lied’ from Goethe’s day to the Gilded Age of the early twentieth century,” said VOX 3 Artistic Director Brian 
von Rueden.  “The composers who invented and defined a genre are here featured in a program of lovely 
solos and duets.  Lovely traditional favorites by Schubert and Schumann appear along with sugarplums by 
Richard Strauss and exciting duets by Brahms and Mendelssohn.  Balancing these are less standard fare by Zelter, 
Wolf, and Berg.    Learn as you listen to this wonderful winter offering!” 
  
VOX 3 is a collective of artists who educate both performers and audience through varied presentations of 
vocal music. The group’s members perform music and educate the public about vocal music through concerts 
and Collective Voice, a bi-annual publication of original articles.  
 
Admission to VOX Germanica is free, although donations are welcome. The program will be performed twice:  

¥ Sunday, February 15 at 3pm at Bethany United Church of Christ (4250 N Paulina St, Chicago, near the 
Ravenswood Metra station and CTA Brown Line Montrose station) 

¥ Sunday, March 8 at 3pm at the Skokie Public Library (5215 Oakton St, Skokie) 
 
Free parking is available at both venues.  Interested concertgoers may call 773.784.0425 or visit www.vox3.org 
for additional information. 
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Canadian soprano Dana Campbell was selected by Maestro Chosei Komatsu to perform 
with his Kitchener-Waterloo Symphony Orchestra upon her winning the Wilfrid Laurier 
University Concerto Competition. Since then she has performed with Fabio Mastrangelo 
and his Virtuosi di Toronto, appeared as a soloist with Jurgen Petrenko’s Toronto Classical 
Singers and the Talisker Players, and toured central Italy as a featured soloist with 
Toronto’s Palestrina Chamber Chorus. A winner of Montreal’s Jeunes Ambassadeurs 
Lyriques competition, Campbell was the second artist to be granted the Fred Gaviller 
Memorial Fund award, and was subsequently presented in her debut recital at the Glenn 
Gould Studio in Toronto. She made her debut with Toronto Operetta Theatre, singing the 

title role in the Canadian première of Gonzalo Roig’s zarzuela Cecilia Valdes. For Chicago’s Millennium 
Chamber Players, she has performed three roles:  Mimì in La Bohème, Alison in Holst’s The Wandering 
Scholar and Female Chorus in Britten’s The Rape of Lucretia. Other operatic roles include Donna Elvira, 
Countess Almaviva, Sandman/Dewfairy and Marguerite. Most recently Campbell appeared in concert with the 
AIMS Festival Orchestra in Graz, Austria, under the baton of Edoardo Müller. 
 

 
Brian von Rueden originally hails from Wausau, Wisconsin. He earned his Master of 
Music degree from Roosevelt University. Von Rueden has appeared in various opera 
roles, including Count Almaviva in Mozart's Le nozze di Figaro, Louis in Holst's The 
Wandering Scholar, Melibeo in the U.S. premiere of Cimarosa's L'infedeltà fedele, and 
Tarquinius in Britten's The Rape of Lucretia, all with Chicago's Millennium Chamber 
Players.  Von Rueden’s concert appearances include singing the bass solos in Saint-
Saëns' Christmas Oratorio and several cantatas and masses of J.S. Bach, most notably 
with the early music group Ars Musica Chicago. Most recently, he appeared in the title role 
of Mendelssohn’s Elijah with the Chicago Bar Association Symphony and Chorus.  He is 

an Associated Artist of Sandhill Theatre Company. 
 

 
Soprano Angela Zawada is a Chicagoland native, having grown up in the near-West 
suburb of Elmhurst. She received her Master of Music degree from Roosevelt University, 
and holds her Bachelor’s degree from the University of Notre Dame. At Notre Dame, she 
sang the title role in Purcell's Dido and Aeneas and played the Third Lady in Mozart's The 
Magic Flute.  Recent roles include Miss Pinkerton in Menotti's The Old Maid and The Thief 
at Roosevelt University, Amaranta in the U.S. premiere of Cimarosa's L'infedeltà fedele 
and Marcellina in Mozart's Le nozze di Figaro.   
 
 

 
Irina Feoktistova (pianist), graduated from St. Petersburg Conservatoire, Russia. A classically trained pianist, 
she has toured Russia, Europe, and the United States as a soloist, duo pianist, accompanist, and most 
recently, with the world's foremost performer of Baroque trumpet, Crispian Steele-Perkins.  As a duo pianist, 
she won third prize at the First International Competition of Contemporary Music Interpretation in Weimar, 
Germany (1996) and was chosen to perform at Purcell Room in London for the Park Lane Group Young Artists 
Concert Series. As a piano soloist, she won the Kawai CD Recording Competition in 2004.  Feoktistova 
relocated to the United States in 1998, and since then she has performed extensively in the Chicago area. She 
has been involved in numerous musical theater productions as an accompanist and music director.  She is 
also active in various projects performing Russian and American contemporary music. She is affiliated with 
CUBE and MAVerick Ensembles in Chicago and the Union of Composers in St. Petersburg, where she 
performed a program of American contemporary music at the international festival St. Petersburg Musical 
Spring in May of 2005. She has been the Principal Keyboardist with Millennium Chamber Players since its 
founding in 2006.  Her recordings include Classical and Contemporary piano solo music, Samuel Barber’s 
Hermit Songs (with Russian singer Elena Antonenko), and Russian and American contemporary music on the 
album, Musical Bridge–Chicago–St.Petersburg. 


